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Preface

The fourth volume in the Warsaw Lectures in Personality and Social Psychology comprises chapters on ‘personality and control’, and this was the theme of the Biennial Symposia in Personality and Social Psychology (BSPSP) held in Kazimierz Dolny, Poland, in 2012, on which the book is based. Chapters showcase the importance that must be attached to control processes, varied in their form and manifold in their influence, which lay at the heart of a scientific approach to personality psychology and its extensions to a panoply of psychological phenomena, ranging from the mundane (e.g., anxiety) to the exotic (e.g., consciousness). As contributors to this volume amply attest, control processes are indeed ubiquitous across the whole psychological landscape; and it is this reality that confronts any attempt to furnish a viable scientific account of both their stability and variability as reflected in traits, cognition, affect and action.
Both the Symposium and this volume underscore the challenges facing not only personality psychology but psychology more generally, where control processes are write large and individual differences in them are a crucial source of variation observed routinely in empirical studies of all kinds – but, too often such variation is relegated, and thus neglected, in the statistical ‘error’ term of experimental results. The importance of this systematic variability still needs to be assimilated into mainstream psychology, and it is to be hoped that the current volume goes some way to enabling this to happen.

On a personal note, to be asked to head the 2012 BSPSP Scientific Committee was an honour, and to serve in this role a pleasure; a task made all the more congenial by the focus and efficiency of the other members of the committee, especially the local members who organised the meeting, Małgorzata Fajkowska and Agata Wytykowska-Kaczorek. In addition, Eliot Werner, the publisher of this series of volumes, should be properly acknowledged for his commitment to this series of volumes; and, as all those who have worked with him will know, for his dedication to the highest editorial standards. The conference would not have been possible without financial sponsorship from the Ministry of Science and Higher Education (grant number 606/P-DUN/2012) and University of Social Sciences and Humanities (SWPS). Preparation of the book was supported by the National Center of Science (MNSiW - Ministry of Science and Higher Education, grant number 106282839, grant holder Agata Wytykowska) and the Institute of Psychology, Polish Academy of Sciences.

The Warsaw Lectures in Personality and Social Psychology continue to provide an important service to the international scientific community. All those who have worked so diligently over the years to secure its success deserve our recognition.
